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Purpose
To define the safe operating procedures in a manner that informs and instructs employees of [Employer/Organization Name] on the key health and safety hazards and controls to remember when using the pole saw pruner.
Hazards
The following hazards may occur when using the pole saw pruner:
· Burns
· Musculoskeletal disorder
· Fire
· Equipment or property damage
Personal Protective Equipment
Safety footwear
Eye protection (e.g. face shield)
Hearing protection
Head protection as required (e.g. felling or working under trees)
Gloves
Appropriate clothing (e.g. snug fitting clothing)
No loose clothing, jewelry or hair
Safe Operating Procedure
· Complete a pre-use inspection. If any defects are noted, the equipment must be removed from service and the supervisor must be notified immediately to ensure equipment is repaired.
· Operators must have read and understood the operator’s manual.
· Ensure operator’s manual for equipment is available to operators.
· Ensure guards and shields are firmly in place and in good condition. Do not operate the equipment without appropriate guards, shields, plates and other safety protective devices in place.
· Ensure safety decals are legible, order replacements if they are not. 
· Ensure the equipment is used properly as per manufacturer’s directions.
· Complete a walkaround of the immediate work area prior to starting. Look for obstacles that may need to be removed.
· Do not cut metal, sheet metal, plastics or any non-wood materials.
Never operate the pole saw pruner without proper guards, shields and protective devices in place.
· When carrying equipment, the engine must be stopped, guide bar facing the front, and the hot muffler kept away from your body.
· Adjust the hand grip to suit your size before starting work.
· Fuelling should be done in a well-ventilated area outdoors.
· Move the pole saw pruner at least 3 metres (10 feet) from the fuelling point before starting the engine.
· Before doing any work with the pole saw pruner, inspect the work area to ensure it is clear of obstructions and objects, including persons. Be sure to remove any materials which may start brush fires.
· Keep all bystanders away from the equipment during operation.
· Do not let anyone hold the wood for you to cut.
· Keep the unshielded guide bar from touching an object or the ground, to prevent rotational kickback.
· In tight situations, it may be better to cut at part-throttle or low engine speed to control the pole saw pruner.
· Do not allow the guide bar to come in contact with solid foreign objects such as rocks, roots or bits of metal, as it may fling them directly or by ricochet in the direction of bystanders or the operator, and may damage the pole saw pruner.
· Always hold your pole saw pruner firmly with both hands while you are working.  
· Keep the handles dry, clean and free of oil or fuel mixture.
· Ensure you have secure footing. 
· Do not operate while standing in a tree.
· Do not overreach.
· Use extensions specifically designed for that particular pole saw pruner.
· Use caution when cutting small-sized brush and saplings because slender material may catch the saw chain and be whipped toward you.
· When cutting a limb that is under tension, be alert for spring back so that you will not be struck by the limb or saw when the tension in the wood fibre is released.
· Stay on the uphill while pruning, limbs may roll down the hill when cut.
· Work only when there is adequate lighting to see clearly.
· Do not work under trees during periods of high winds or heavy precipitation.
· Keep all parts of your body away from the saw chain or blade while the engine is running.
· If the blade gets jammed, turn off the engine and disconnect the spark plug.  
· Only clear the jam once the blade has stopped moving.  Never grasp the blade.
· Do not leave the equipment unattended. 
· Let the engine cool down before refuelling.
· Ensure that engine is shut down before performing any repairs or maintenance. 
· Disengage spark plug before conducting any maintenance or cleaning operation.
· At the end of the day, always clean dust and dirt off the machine. Do not use a grease solvent.
· If you experience unusual noise, smell, or vibration shut off the machine immediately. Determine cause. Restart only after repaired.
· Repairs to the equipment must be performed by qualified personnel, using original equipment manufacturer (OEM) parts or equivalent. 
Additional Resources
SOP for Fuelling
Ministry of Labour Occupational Health and Safety Guidelines for Farming Operations in Ontario
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